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1.1 To consider a request from Belfast Photo Festival for the use of City Hall grounds from 9 to 

30 June 2025 to host a photographic exhibition. This is an annual exhibition which has 

been held in the grounds in previous years. 

2.0 Recommendations 

2.1 The Committee is asked to: 

1. Authorise Belfast Photo Festival to use City Hall grounds from 9 to 30 June 2025 to 

display a photographic exhibition as part of the Belfast Photo Festival.  

2. Authorise the exhibition in line with similar events previously approved by Council.  

3.0 Main report 
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Background Information 

Members will be aware that requests for the use of City Hall are normally dealt with under 

the authority delegated by the Committee to the Director of Legal and Civic Services using 

criteria agreed for this purpose. Occasionally however, it is necessary to place such requests 

directly before the Committee, and the request set out below falls into this category. 

 

Key Issues 

The organiser of the Belfast Photo Festival (BPF) has asked to place a photographic 

exhibition in the grounds of the City Hall from 9 – 30 June 2025. Exhibition content is placed 

around the perimeter of the West and East Lawn allowing for other events to be hosted and 

the lawns to remain available for recreational use.  

 

The theme for the 2025 Photo Festival exhibition is Climate and Environment and will delve 

into photography’s power to capture and reflect the changing environment and its impact 

on the world around us.  

 

There will be 6 exhibition framework structures installed on the perimeter of the West & 

East Lawn of City Hall grounds on 9 June and dismantled on 30 June 2025. It would be 

free for members of the public to view daily in line with the opening times of the grounds. 

 

Belfast Photo Festival have a dedicated Front of House Team who will be roaming 

throughout their open-air public exhibitions across the city. They will engage with visitors/ 

publics to talk about the work, as well as ensure any maintenance, graffiti or other issues 

arising. 

 

Good Relations and Corporate Communications will review the exhibition images included in 

the proposal but presently no negative good relations implications identified that should stop 

the exhibition being hosted at City Hall. A copy of the exhibition proposal is included in 

Appendix 1. 
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Financial & Resource Implications 

There are no direct resource implications in terms of staff time or additional costs 

associated with this request and hosting of the exhibition.  

 

Equality or Good Relations Implications/Rural Needs Assessment 

Good Relations will be consulted on this request and the exhibition content, but don’t 

foresee any negative implications.  

 4.0 Appendices – Documents attached  

 Appendix 1 - Exhibition Proposal artwork and site map in City Hall grounds  

 

 
 

 

 
 


